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Scottish Outdoor Access Network (S0AN)
 
Minutes of Committee Meeting
12th April, 11.30 am
Council Offices, Perth
           
1. Present:  Nick Morgan, Rob Garner, Kenny Auld,  Sarah Johnston, Sue Hilder, Angus Duncan,  Jane Pritchard, David Clyne, Rona Gibb, Helen Todd, Alastair

Stewart, 
 
     Apologies: David Oldham, Alastair Fullwood, Anne Gray, Alan Bannister
 
2.  Minutes of Previous Meeting
 
     Minutes, subject to small change, were proposed by David, seconded by Nick.
 
     No matters arising
 
3.  Actions
  
     Actions arising from the minutes above were checked off as either discharged
     or carried forward (see actions points at end)
     David C will send the review documents to David O to summarise.  They will then

     go on the website, along with the Chairman’s summary note to the AGM and

     the draft AGM minutes.

     At future meetings David C will bring details of updates to the website.
 
4.  May Networking Event
     43 delegates booked so far.
     Helen will write a paragraph about forestry and one about railways and send them
     to Rob.

     Kenny will ask Babs to take notes, along with David O, they could do alternate 

     sessions.  

     Rob will e-mail Joyce Managing Woodland Access and Forest Operations in

     Scotland, to go into delegates’ packs.

     All presentations must be sent to Rob in advance.  Kenny will ask Andrew

     Vaughan for his.

     Helen will send Joyce details of cycle route to Battleby; Joyce will send David C

     a list of delegates.  David will add a map and circulate to encourage carsharing.

 
	
	
	Presentation
	Chair

	1000-1030
	Registration and coffee
	
	

	1030-1035
	Welcome, housekeeping, aims of the day
	
	Angus

	1035-1045
	Intro: Background politics and guidance
	Rob
	

	1045-1130
	Cases and discussion – windfarms and public access
	Jane, intro from Rob
	Rob

	1130-1145
	coffee
	
	

	1145-1230
	Cases and discussion – forestry and railways 
	Andrew Vaughan, intro from Helen
	Kenny

	1230-1400
	Lunch and AGM
	
	

	1400-1500
	Cases and discussion – access management in urban and built-up areas
	Sue
	Alan

	1500-1550
	Issues from the floor
	Various
	David C

	1550-1600
	Summary, any remaining issues, thanks
	
	Angus


5.   2013 AGM and committee membership
 
      Angus will send draft agenda to committee.  Once agreed it should be put on the
      website, along with the chairman’s report (which should also go out with any other

      communications).
 
6.   Website Management and SOAN Communications
      SOAN now has 417 Twitter followers.  David will send Kenny the log-in for
      MailChimp.

      At the next meeting we will consider developing the website to set up a members

      section, knowledge hub and google analytics
.
7.   SOAN Volunteer - discussion
 
      David will have more time for SOAN work as from next month.
 
8.  NAF – Draft Guidance on Intensive and Commercial Access
 
     Angus asked for comments on the paper already circulated.  Rob asked if anyone
     could give another case study, particularly where commercial users had helped

     to upgrade the resource they were using.

     Sarah will ask Alison to send details of horse riding group; Angus will send info on

     Falkirk Riders Group; Jane on Kinlochrannoch time share, she will also ask 

     George Lawrie about Loch Leven Larder.

     David reported that Jog Scotland group had been told they needed official per-

     mission to use Holyrood Park; Rob confirmed that access rights are restricted

     there under the Holyrood Act, and that there is another paper about events.

     Rona will ask James Fowlie for update after Geoff Robson’s retirement (COSLA

     rep on NAF)

.
     Helen reported on her meeting with Simon Hodge and other senior forestry 

     managers at Roseisle Forest, Moray. It seems that the forestry industry is
     listening and trying to change. There is a trial of reversible signs at Roseisle –

     ‘Work going on here’ and ‘we have finished for the day’.  The woodland area is

     split into three with work only going on in one area at a time, and there have 

     been lots of meetings in advance.  Helen will write to Simon Hodge to say this

     was discussed at SOAN meeting and that we are encouraged by this response.

     She asked Rob if SNH should get contact HSE to remind them of Scottish

     legislation.

     The person to get in touch with regarding signs is Philip Whitfield.

     Helen will send Kenny report issues on Ben Venue.

     Rob confirmed that access rights don’t apply to dams and that there has been a

     new Reservoir Act requiring all reservoirs to have risk assessments.

9.   A.O.B.
 
      Rona reported that the lowland path construction is now online, and that the
      Active Travel conference session on the working strategy will be an interactive

      session and a chance to say what you would like to see in it.  The new Head of

      Physical Activity and Sport Division will be there.

      New posts at Paths for All.  Two joint posts with Macmillan Cancer Care, looking

      at getting families as well as those with cancer out walking, initially in Glasgow,

      and with the Forestry Commission – Commonwealth woodland walks project

      around Greater Glasgow.  Also an active travel officer and maternity cover for

      a development officer.

      She will circulate a draft for the Union Canal pathway to the committee for 

      comment.

      Paths for All have been working with SNH and the forestry commission and have

      now got a set of sample signs using a set of agreed criteria.  Tests will be

      carried out in the summer and autumn in semi-urban as well as rural settings.

      Helen distributed leaflets “Walking in Scotland”.  Once they are on the Ramblers

      website she will contact access professional to see who needs them.  She will

      hopefully be able to bring them to the networking event in May.

      She also commented that the Scottish Sports Association and Sport Scotland

      are not always on consultation lists.

      Rob reported that SRDP 2014-2020 looks likely to be working under priority 6,

      focused on core paths and long distance routes.
      CSGN grant has been approved for the Union Forth & Clyde Canal canoe trail,

      putting in canoes access points, and to Sustrans to improve the ecological

      value and interest on the national cycle network routes.

      Helen reported that the Inverclyde Ramblers and local council have got money

      from the Coastal Communities Fund – worth looking at.  You must prove jobs

      created will last for two years.

      Jane had positive news regarding the dueling of the A9.  The consultants working

      on the Luncarty to Pass of Birnam stretch will build a cycle path from Bankfoot to
      Luncarty – the key is that it is in the core path.

       Rona reported that Moray have got over £3000 from Sport Scotland Hope Fund

       for their path network.
       He also reported that Dumfries & Galloway have got £1.22 million to improve

       their core path work over the next three years, with a new post to manage that.

       All of the above should be sent to David to be put on our website.

       The committee gave a vote of thanks to Angus for his work as Convenor.
 
10.  Date of Next Meeting
 
       To be decided at the AGM on 21st May.
 
 
	Date of Meeting
	CARRIED FORWARD ACTIONS
	INITIALS

	
	Send items for website to David C, including links to forthcoming conferences, etc
	All

	
	Widen consultation document to include communication
	AG/DC

	ITEM
	IMMEDIATE ACTION
	INTITIALS

	3
	Send review documents to David O for summary
	DC

	3
	Put review document summary, chairman’s note, draft AGM minutes on website
	DC

	4
	Send Rob a paragraph on forestry and on railways
	HT

	4
	Send Managing Woodland Access and Forest Operations to Joyce
	Rob

	4
	Ask Babs to take notes at networking event
	KA

	4
	Send presentations to Rob in good time
	SH/JP/KA

	4
	Send details of cycle route to Battleby to Joyce
	HT

	4
	Send delegate list to David C
	JR

	4
	Add map and cycle route to delegate list and circulate 
	DO

	5
	Circulate draft AGM agenda
	AD

	6
	Send log in for MailChimp to Kenny
	DC

	8
	Send case studies re intensive/commercial use to Rob (Sarah to ask Alison for hers)
	SJ, AD, JP

	8
	Ask James Fowlie about COSLA rep on NAF
	Rona

	8
	Send report issues on Ben Venue to Kenny
	HT

	8
	Remind HSE of Scottish legilsation
	Rob

	9
	Circulate draft on Union Canal pathway for comment
	Rona

	9
	Send details of money received to David for website
	Rob/HT/JP/Rona/DC

	
	
	


