COVENANTERS WALK

GATEHOUSE OF FLEET to GLENGAP  (and vice versa! )

1pm for 1.30pm on Sunday 28th  July 2013
The ancient drove road which runs from near Stranraer to London is of great significance.   Part of the drove road runs from Gatehouse to Glengap and is an archaeological site which has been a right of way for many centuries. In times past the road was used for herding animals and, from 1755 up to about 1780, as a military road.  Irelandton Moor was a route used by the Covenanters during their tragic times.  There are many sites in the area relating to the times of strife including the Martyrs Grave & Monument at Kirkconnel in the Glengap area, graves in Twynholm and Anwoth churchyards, Girthon Old Kirkyard, and in Kirkcudbright.  Some of the local covenanters were tenant farmers at Miefield and Irelandton. 

A map and historical notes will be supplied at the start of the walk at Windy Walls.
The walk is about 3 miles along the drove road, partly on hard track and partly along field edges.  There are two or three small burns to cross. Walking boots are recommended.  There is one stile at Carse of Trostrie.  For safety reasons we advise it will not be possible to bring dogs owing to sheep with lambs and calving cattle.  PLEASE KEEP TO THE PATH.

The main starting point to walk is Windy Walls (Upper Drumwall on maps) on the Gatehouse side.  
There are WALK OPTIONS:
1.  Cally Woods Car Park to Windy Walls to Glengap and return by same route    

11km (7 miles)
2.  Cally Woods Car Park to Windy Walls, Glengap Rd, to Galloway Forest Park -  

     Fuffock Hill Road to Gatehouse, exiting by Hillhead & return via Robbers Gate
18km (11miles)
3.  Windy Walls to Glengap returning by minibus to Cally Woods   

 nearly 4km (2.5 miles)
We are encouraging people to share cars to reduce parking space needed as well as for environmental reasons.  

Parking places include:
Gatehouse of Fleet car park, Cally Woods car park (1mile walk to start point via Robbers Gate and up single track road opposite) and a little for the less able and people with young children, on the verge at Windy Walls.  Please park with care to allow access.

Further details are available from:

Beverley Gilbey  01557 814 215 for Gatehouse of Fleet    info@ruskoholidays.co.uk

Janet Gibson  01557 860 012 in Glengap ( Mark Corner, Twynholm, DG6 4PR ) loraxsco@gmail.com

Please contact Janet Gibson in advance for further parking information.  We are hoping for a large turnout and it would help greatly if walkers could register in advance and book the minibus in advance by returning the attached tear off slip.

Any proceeds will be shared between the Scottish Covenanter Memorials Association  and the Historical & Covenanters Trail Group.  The (SCMA), a non-sectarian charity, is very supportive of the walk.
DRESSING IN PERIOD COSTUME IS WELCOMED IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO DO THIS
………………………………………………………………………….
Covenanters Walk Registration Form
Please complete, deleting as appropriate and return detached slip to J.Gibson at address above
1.  I/we would like to join the walk. There will be …… people in our group. (£3 per person to cover costs and     donation.  If more than 2 people please put additional names and contact details overleaf or on separate sheet) 
2.  I/we will/will not require the minibus for the return journey to Cally Wooods car park    

3.  I enclose a cheque for £……….. (payable to the Gilbey Charity Account)/ I will pay in cash on the day
4.  I am unable to come but wish to make a donation of £…               .
Name…………………………………………………………………………Telephone………………

Address………………………………………………………………………………………………….

Postcode………………………                                              Email………………………………….
