Scottish Outdoor Access Network (S0AN)

Minutes of Committee Meeting

30th August, 10.30 am

Council Offices, Perth

1.  Present:  Nick Morgan, Jane Pritchard, Rob Garner, Kenny Auld, Alastair Fullwood, Anne
     Gray, Sarah Johnston, Sue Hilder, Alan Bannister, Rona Gibb, Helen Todd (chairing),
     David Oldham

     Apologies: Angus Duncan, Alastair Stewart, David Clyne
2.  Minutes of Previous Meeting

     Minutes were confirmed proposed by Sue, seconded by Kenny.
     Matters arising: Helen’s meeting with Simon Hodge has been delayed; send any forestry

     issue to her.

     Mark will make arrangements for a substitute for Simon, and Kevin Wright will send final
     version of legal opinion to Rob.

     Any suggestions of partners for SOAN should be sent to Kenny.

     No additions were suggested for Sue’s paper on urban access.

     Anne has a couple of case studies for website.  It was noted there must be a rider at the top 

     of the page.

     It was agreed that the SOAN logo should be smaller and on the right of the page.  

     Suggested strapline: for people working in outdoor access across Scotland.
     Any comments on the SOAN welcome circulated by Angus should be sent to him by

     Monday morning (3rd September).

3.  Actions
     Actions arising from the minutes above were checked off as either discharged
     or carried forward (see actions points at end)

4. Networking Event
    To be held on 8th November, Falkirk Lesser Town Hall, £40 including lunch.

	 
	 
	chaired by
	suggested speakers

	1000-1030
	registration and coffee
	  
	  

	1030-1040
	welcome, aims of the day, housekeeping
	  
	  

	1040-1140
	session 1: implementation of core paths plans; making them fit for purpose
	Anne
	Phil Waite
LEADER funding
Alison Irvine
community teams doing signage, etc
Fiona McInally
community paty networks
Richard Barron
tender process

	1140-1200
	coffee
	  
	  

	1200-1300
	session 2: implementation, longer term issues, maintenance
	Alan
	Nick Morgan
volunteer path warden scheme
John Stirling, Friends of the Pentlands
Sustrans - Phil Glennie?

	1300-1400
	lunch
	  
	 

	1400-1500
	session 3: technical points; review of core paths plans; links to local plan
	Sue
	Louise Kirk
local plan
Bob Grant
review of core paths,
use of PCO on Speyside Way

	1500-1545
	session 4: promotion of core paths and inter-departmental connections
	Rona or
Ian Findlay
	  

	1545-1600
	final plenary, closing remarks, any issues remaining?
	Angus
	  


 

    The person chairing each session will contact speakers, except – Helen will contact
    Catherine at Sustrans and Sarah will speak to Alison.  Rona will see if she can find 

    someone to talk about funding.  Each speaker will be asked to send half-page summary

    with key points of their talk to Joyce, for circulation to committee.

    David O will take notes, summarising what is said in each discussion.

    Flip chart required, and possibly a microphone.  New banner and name badges will need

    to be ordered.

    Paragraph in welcome letter to be edited and used as blurb.

5.   NAF presentation
      Couldn’t discuss without Angus.
6.   IT/Website
      Anything to be added to the website should be sent to Kenny.
      Kenny will re-engage his community hub settings and circulate details with a view
      to widening the membership.  There is an opportunity to get discussions going on the

      website.

7.   David Oldham
      David is happy to offer general support to SOAN and will discuss the suggestions made    
      with Angus: organising information on past conferences for website (Joyce to send info to 

      him); make shortlist for potential topics for future events from evaluations forms (Joyce

      will send to him), help with NAF presentation; co-ordinate input from SOAN to LRA

      review; horizon-scan and look for potential partners for future events.

      NB: everyone should add David’s e-mail to their committee list.

.

8.  A.O.B.
     Alastair F asked whether he has to establish access rights before going (reluctantly) for a
     path order (land-owner refusing to enter into any discussion and could possibly argue a

     privacy issue)..  Rob said it was risky to use section 14, better to do it in one stage

     stressing the importance of the route, and saying it is outside the privacy zone.

     Rona said that the Walking Strategy, depending on the timescale, could be a topic for the

     May conference.

     PFA national networking event is on 27th September.  A lot of it is about volunteer support.

     Scottish Land and Estates and NFUS have been contacted by landowners concerned
     about the lack of engagement with the John Muir Trail (and other long distance routes)

     Helen will put together a brief table of shovel-ready projects; Rona will look out more

     for her.

     Meeting with the Scottish Law Commission re level crossings legislation.  There was

     discussion about public and private crossings and a suggestion of opting out, rather than

     opting in.  Their recommendations are due to be published in December.

9.   Date of next meeting
      Wednesday 10th October

      Future meetings will be:

      early December

      mid February

      AGM, mid May

      end June

      end August

      October

      event in November

      ie. six longer committee meetings a year, plus two events
	Date of Meeting
	CARRIED FORWARD ACTIONS
	INITIALS

	
	Put legal summaries onto website if available
	AG/DC

	
	Put old conference papers onto website
	JR/DO

	
	Send any forestry issues to Helen
	All

	ITEM
	IMMEDIATE ACTION
	INITIALS

	2
	Send any comments on “Welcome to SOAN” e-mail
Once finalised, send to Joyce for circulation and using for blurb
	All
AD/JR

	2
	Send suggestions of potential partners to Kenny
	All

	2
	Amend logo and strapline
	DC

	4
	Each chair to contact their speakers
	AG/AB/SH

	4
	Helen to contact Catherine at Sustrans, and Sarah to speak to Alison
	HT/SJ

	4
	Think of someone to talk about funding
	Rona

	4
	Arrange new banners and badges (Helen and Rona to provide photos)
	JR/HT/Rona

	6
	Send any items for website to Kenny
	All

	6
	Kenny to re-engage community hub settings and circulate 
	KA

	6
	Look at review documents and at website
	All

	7
	Send conference information and evaluation forms to David O
	JR

	7
	Discuss David O’s contribution to SOAN
	AD

	8
	Send shovel-ready project details to Helen
	Rona/All


