CONSTITUTION OF THE SCOTTISH OUTDOOR ACCESS NETWORK

1. NAME

The organisation shall be called Scottish Outdoor Access Network, herein after called SOAN
2. AIMS

The aims if SOAN shall be:

a) To encourage the exchange of ideas and information on outdoor access and related matters and to communicate and co-operate between members and appropriate organisations

b) To raise awareness of the profession and to promote professional standards in the development, protection, management and promotion of outdoor access.
c) To represent and promote the views and interests of members as they relate to outdoor access issues from Part 1 of the Land Reform (Scotland) Act 2003, public rights of way and other related issues

3. MEMBERSHIP

Membership shall be free and open to anyone with an interest in development, protection, management and promotion of access to the outdoors in Scotland.

Membership shall commence on the receipt of a completed membership form in either paper or electronic format. Membership will automatically renew each year at the Annual General Meeting (AGM) and shall continue on that basis unless requested in writing. 

Each member shall have one vote.

Membership shall be terminated if, in the opinion of the committee, the member has grossly infringed responsible behaviour in the development, protection or management of access to the outdoors. The member must be informed in writing of any decision made by the committee.

Membership may be considered to have lapsed in the event that a member remains out of contact with SOAN for a period of three years or more.  However, a lapsed membership may be reactivated at anytime at the request of the member. 

4. MANAGMENT COMMITTEE
a) There shall be a Management Committee consisting of a Convener, Vice-Convenor, Secretary, Treasurer and at least two ordinary members.

b) A quorum of the Management Committee shall consist of 2 office bearers and 2 members.

c) The Management Committee shall be entitled to exercise the powers of SOAN including entering into contracts.

d) No member or member body shall speak on behalf of SOAN without prior authorisation of the committee.

e) All office bearers shall retire at the AGM and will be eligible for re-election. Each office bearer shall have a maximum of 3 years in office.

5. MEETINGS 
a) There shall be an Annual General Meeting for the purpose of receiving annual reports and accounts, carrying out any proper business and constitutional changes and holding elections.

b) Management Committee meetings shall be called by the Convenor. Committee members must attend at least two general meetings per annum.

c) Extraordinary General Meetings (EGM) shall be held on the written request of no less than 10% of members.

d) At least 21 clear days notice of the date, time and place of the AGM or any EGM and the business to be transacted shall be given to members.

e) All members will be entitled to vote in person, proxy or by post on electoral or constitutional items.

f) A quorum shall be two x the number of the Management Committee plus one.  

6. THE CONSTITUTION

The constitution can be altered only at an AGM or EGM, properly called, in the notice of which the proposed change has to be intimated and only of the change is approved by two thirds of the members voting. Approved alterations will take effect immediately thereafter.

7. FINANCES
All monies raised by, or on behalf of, SOAN shall be applied to further the aims of SOAN as outlined in Clause 2, and for no other purpose; no part of this income or property shall be paid or transferred directly or indirectly by way of bonus or other distribution to members of SOAN   

The Treasurer shall keep proper accounts of the finances of SOAN and shall pay all monies into a nominated account in such bank as shall be determined by the committee;

All documents, cheques and financial transactions to be signed by two nominated members of the Management Committee;

Accounts shall be audited by an independent auditor approved by the Management Committee.

8. Auditor
Annual accounts shall be prepared each year to the 28th February (or an annual date to be decided by the committee). An examination of the accounts shall be carried out annually by a third party appointed as auditor by the Management Committee.  
9. Dissolution

In the event of the dissolution of SOAN, any net funds remaining after the satisfaction of all proper debts and liabilities shall be transferred to some other body that has objectives similar to those of SOAN.    
